The Eastern Question

And furthermore, Article XXV of this Treaty decreed that
the Turkish Provinces of Bosnia and Herzegovina, the in-
hahitants of which were largely Serbs, should be occupied
and administered by Austria-Hungary (though they were still
to be under the suzerainty of the Porte). What is more,
Austria was to be permitted to maintain garrisons in the
adjacent Ottoman territory of the Sandjak of Novi Bazar,
a tongue dividing Servia from Montenegro, for the purposes
of preserving freedom of communication and ". . . the
maintenance of the new political state of affairs." Thus was
the way prepared for the BOSNIAN CBISIS of 1908. It was
at the instigation of Bismarck, the German Imperial Chan-
cellor who presided at the Congress, that Austria was per-
mitted to occupy these Turkish Provinces.

That portion of Turkey in Europe which has given its name
to the familiar entremet known as "Macedoine de Fruits,"
contained Greeks, Bulgars, Serbs, Albanians, Rumanians,
Jews and Moslems. Greeks predominated on the coast, there
were Jews and Greeks in the towns, Bulgars on the plains,
and Serbs and Albanians inhabited the North. The Greeks
desired to see Macedonia "Hellenised." Bulgaria hoped for
its incorporation within a "Greater Bulgaria." The Serbs
remembered that it was from Servia that the greater part of
Macedonia had originally been conquered by the Turks. The
Montenegrins' sympathies were with their kinsmen, the Serbs.

There would appear to have been three possible solutions
of this problem. An autonomous Macedonia under Euro-
pean protection ; Turkish reform under European control;
partition between the renascent States. But the jealousy of
the Powers prevented any one of these being adopted. Mean-
while the condition of trie Macedonians was deplorable, mis-
government continued and the Powers became more exacting
in their demands. From 1893 to 1903 there occurred sporadic
insurrections organised by secret revolutionary cornrnittees,
and the outbreak of war between Turkey and Greece in 1897
in connection with Crete had aroused expectations in Mace-
donia, but Austria and Russia had come to a secret under-
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